
OUR GLORIOUS SAVIOR
INTRODUCTION

This article has been writ ten to build up the faith in those, who
by the grace of God, have be lieved in the Lord Je sus Christ.

It is one thing to ex pe ri ence the joy of sins for given, but it is an -
other to be gin liv ing a right eous life that pleases the Lord. How does
one walk with God? Where does one be gin? These are ques tions that I
will seek to answer.

Our call as Chris tians is to know Christ, to pro claim Christ and
to live Christ. To live Christ re quires us to will ingly lay down our lives
and al low Him to live His life within us.

The cen tral ity of Christ must be come the most im por tant truth
in our lives, tes ti monies and min istries. His pre emi nence should be
the pri mary em pha sis in our vo ca tion as Chris tians.

The fol low ing five bod ies of truth are pil lars of the cen tral ity of
Christ.

THE BLOOD OF CHRIST

Know ing that you were not re deemed with per ish able things
like sil ver and gold . . . but with the pre cious blood, as of a
Lamb un blem ished and spot less, the blood of Christ. (1 Pe ter
1:18-19)

The blood of Christ is very im por tant in God’s plan for sal va -
tion. In the Old Tes ta ment era of ani mal sac ri fices, God re quired that
the blood of spe cial, un blem ished ani mal sac rifices were to be of fered
on the al tar to atone for the sins of His peo ple. The life of the flesh is in
the blood, and it was the blood by rea son of life that made atone ment
pos si ble (Le viti cus 17:11).

Je sus was con ceived in the womb of Mary by the Holy Spirit.
The blood in His veins was the blood of God! Al though the ani mal sac -
ri fices atoned for sins, they could not cleanse the con science of those
who had sinned. How ever, the per fect blood of Christ to tally for gives
our sins so that they are never re mem bered again by God (He brews
10:1-22). For that rea son, we need not bear a bur den of past sins
since our con science has been won der fully cleansed by the blood of
the Lamb, our Lord Je sus Christ (He brews 9:13-14). This is im por -
tant, for our con science is the bri dle by which the Holy Spirit guides
us. For this rea son our con science must be kept tender and pure so
that we will be sen si tive to His gen tle voice and lead ing.



Sa tan con tinu ally seeks to de file our con sciences by ac cus ing
and con demn ing us of past, or imag ined, sins and fail ures. He is
called, “the ac cuser of the breth ren” (Reve la tion 12:10). We are to
stand on what God’s word de clares about him and re sist his thoughts.

There fore there is now no con dem na tion for those who are in
Christ Je sus. (Ro mans 8:1)

If we do sin, we are to quickly re pent and con fess our sins so
that they are im me di ately put un der the blood of Christ.

If we con fess our sins, He is faith ful and right eous to for give us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all un right eous ness. (1 John
1:9)

Im pure thoughts and wrong heart at ti tudes, such as a spirit of
un for give ness, can cor rupt the spiri tual wit ness that flows from us in
our re la tion ship with oth ers. We have to guard our hearts with all dili -
gence and re ject any con dem na tion or ac cu sa tions that Sa tan at -
tempts to bring into our minds. We must rule our thought-life (2
Cor in thi ans 10:5)! An im por tant pre cau tion is to al ways keep our
eyes fo cused on our Lord Je sus for we stand in His strength, not our
own.

. . . If we walk in the Light as He Him self is in the Light, we
have fel low ship with one an other, and the blood of Je sus, His
Son, cleanses us from all sin. (1 John 1:7)

The im por tance of the blood of Christ can not be over em pha -
sized in our Chris tian faith. It is the foun da tion truth for be ing right -
eous in the eyes of God, for hav ing the con fi dence to come into His
pres ence, and for re ceiv ing grace to walk in fel low ship with God and
His peo ple. His blood pro vides the power for us to re sist and over -
come the temp ta tions of Sa tan (Reve la tion 12:11).

THE CROSS OF CHRIST

All be liev ers face the fol low ing ques tion, “How can I cease the
prac tice of sin and walk in right eous ness?” The an swer lies in re ceiv -
ing by faith all of the vic tory that Christ pur chased for us on His
cross. This great vic tory is ex pressed by the fol low ing three truths that 
make up the gos pel: Christ died for our sins; He was bur ied; He rose
from the dead on the third day. Let us ex am ine each of these truths.

1. Christ shed His blood in death on the cross, for only His
blood can for give sin. It makes no dif fer ence how ter ri ble our sins
may be, the blood of Christ washes them away, and we be come in no -
cent in the eyes of God. Should we sin, the rem edy is al ways the same:
to in stantly re pent and con fess our sin, turn ing anew to our glo ri ous
Sav ior.
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2. Christ was cru ci fied and bur ied as a man to deal once and for 
all with the cor rupt, Ad amic na ture which is so prone to sin. When
Christ was cru ci fied, our fallen, sin ful na ture was cru ci fied with Him.
Paul ex presses this truth in his epis tle to the Ga la tians.

I am cru ci fied with Christ; and it is no longer I who lives, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and de liv ered
Him self up for me. (Ga la tians 2:20)

Paul de clares that his sin ful na ture was cru ci fied with Christ;
there fore his “old self” is now dead and by faith he can live right -
eously through the new life he re ceived in Christ at his spiri tual re -
birth. In other words, it is an ex changed life. We have died, and now
Christ is liv ing His life in us! Clearly, it re quires faith to con sider our -
selves to be dead to sin, and alive to God in Christ (Ro mans 6:11).
How does one be gin to walk in this truth; what is the first step? It is to
iden tify with Christ in His bur ial; we do so by bury ing our “old self” in
the wa ters of bap tism. The act of wa ter bap tism is a tes ti mony that
says, “I be lieve my Ad amic na ture was cru ci fied with Christ on the
cross, and I now iden tify with His bur ial by be ing bur ied in the wa ters
of bap tism. By faith I be lieve the Holy Spirit will cut away my old na -
ture by cir cum ci sion, so that I can arise out of the wa ter to walk in
new ness of life (Co los sians 2:11-12).” Paul ex pressed this truth very
clearly in His epis tle to Rome.

. . . do you not know that all of us who have been bap tized in
Christ Je sus have been bap tized into His death? There fore we 
have been bur ied with Him through bap tism into death, so
that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of
the Fa ther, so we too might walk in new ness of life . . . know -
ing this, that our old self was cru ci fied with Him, in or der that
our body of sin might be done away with, so that we should no 
longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin.
(Ro mans 6: 3-4, 6-7)

The wa ters of bap tism by them selves can do noth ing; what
takes place is a work of the Holy Spirit. This work is not bap tis mal re -
gen era tion, nor does it pro vide sin less per fec tion. How ever, by ex er -
cis ing faith in the word of God, one can be gin to walk in vic tory over
ha bit ual sin! We do not have to con tinu ally fall into sin. Sin shall not
have do min ion over us! The truth of wa ter bap tism is es pe cially im -
por tant for those who have been saved out of deep depths of sin such
as ho mo sexu al ity, ad dic tion to drugs, por nog ra phy or witch craft, etc.

In sum mary, the death and bur ial of Christ prom ises not only
the for give ness of our sin, but also since our old self was cru ci fied
with Christ, we can rise from the wa ters of bap tism to walk in new -
ness of life. All by faith!
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3. Je sus died and was bur ied as a mor tal man, but He was res -
ur rected with an im mor tal, glo ri fied body. In His res ur rec tion, He was 
the first born from the dead. He is the first of a new company of
individuals of which He is the head. This com pany is the church, the
body of Christ. We who are saved have been spiri tu ally born,not into a
re lig ious or gani za tion, but into a spiri tual or gan ism, the body of
Christ. We iden tify with our Lord’s res ur rec tion by re ceiv ing the Holy
Spirit who is the power by which we bear wit ness of Christ, and in
whom we serve and re late to one an other. It is within the col lec tive
spiri tual re la tion ship that we have with oth ers who are also in un ion
with Christ, that we find our in di vid ual call ing and place of serv ice in
His body. There is a unique de posit of His life with each one of us that
de ter mines our anoint ing and gift ing in the Spirit.

Suc cess ful body min is try re quires more than gifts and min is -
tries of the Holy Spirit. Mem bers must be clothed in hu mil ity, will ing
to for give and de fer to one an other. The goal is unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.

In sum mary, all that be liev ers will ever need is to be found in the 
vic tory of Christ on His cross! God bears a three fold wit ness of His
Son’s sac ri fice; it is the wit ness of the blood (His death), of the wa ter
(His bur ial) and of the Spirit (His res ur rec tion) in the lives of those
who, by faith, be lieve and obey the gos pel (1 John 5: 7-9).

THE GLORY OF CHRIST

Be cause of His great vic tory on the cross, the gos pel is re ferred
to in scrip ture as “the gos pel of the glory of Christ” (2 Cor in thi ans 4:
4). The church has been given one mes sage to preach, Christ cru ci -
fied, risen and reign ing!

Eve ry thing that God has pur posed to ac com plish on earth is
cen tered in His Son; all be gan with His Son at crea tion, and all will
end in Him.

I am the Al pha and the Omega, the first and the last, the be -
gin ning and the end. (Reve la tion 22:13)

Con sider some of the things that al mighty God has de clared in
His word con cern ing the Lord Je sus Christ.

• All author ity in heaven and earth has been given to Him (Mat -
thew 28: 18).

• All of the treas ures of wis dom and knowl edge are hid den in
Him (Co los sians 2: 2-3).

• Je sus is the way, the truth and the life; no one can come to
the Fa ther but through Him (John 14:6).
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• He is the cho sen, pre cious cor ner stone for our faith, and thus 
also for the church (Isaiah 28: 16; 1 Pe ter 2: 4-8).

• The gov ern ment of God’s king dom rests upon His shoul ders
(Isaiah 9:6).

• He is the foun da tion and cor ner stone for His Fa ther’s house
(Ephe si ans 2: 19-22; 1 Cor in thi ans 3: 9-11).

• He is the builder of His Fa ther’s house; He is the Son over His 
Fa ther’s house, and He is the great High Priest in His Fa ther’s 
house (Mat thew 16: 18; He brews 3: 6; 10: 19-22).

• Je sus came to earth as the Word of God made flesh, so that
His char ac ter, His deeds and His words would re veal and ex -
plain the Fa ther to men (John 1: 14, 18). Je sus is the full ex -
pres sion of all that is in the Fa ther’s heart!

• Je sus is the ra di ance of His Fa ther’s glory, be ing the ex act im -
age of the in visi ble God (Co los sians 1:15; He brews 1:3).

• Je sus cre ated all things, both in heaven and on earth, and He
holds all crea tion to gether (Co los sians 1:16-17).

• Al mighty God has pur posed to bring forth an ad mini stra tion
that will be suit able for all eter nity; an ad mini stra tion where
eve ry thing in heaven and on earth will be summed up in
Christ (Ephe si ans 1: 7-12).

• He is head over all things in the church, and is des tined to
have first place in eve ry thing, for it was the Fa ther’s good
pleas ure for all the full ness of the God head to dwell in Him
(Co los sians 1: 18-19).

For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To
Him be the glory for ever. Amen. (Ro mans 11: 36)

These truths, and many more, call us to a dis ci plined study of
His word and to a con stant seek ing of His face. His pres ence in us is
our hope of glory (Co los sians 1: 27)!

What a glo ri ous Sav ior we serve!

THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST

That if you con fess with your mouth Je sus as Lord, and be -
lieve in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you
will be saved. (Ro mans 10:9)

Je sus is rightly the Lord of each in di vid ual be liever. His Lord -
ship should never be sepa rated from His role of Sav ior. If He is our
Sav ior, He is also our Lord.
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In all the de ci sions that we make as be liev ers, obey ing the will
and com mands of Je sus must have first pri or ity. “Will my de ci sion
glo rify Him?” This is the ques tion we must al ways ask our selves.

God de clares in His word that all who are led by the Spirit of
God are His sons (Ro mans 8:14). The Holy Spirit doesn’t drive us; He
gen tly leads us. God gives us grace and faith to obey Him. We are not
called to walk in a re lig ious obe di ence to laws, but in a di vine bal ance
of God’s grace and our com mit ment to obey Him. His will for us can
be sum ma rized in two words, “Fol low Me.”

Then Je sus said to His dis ci ples, “If any one wishes to come af -
ter Me, he must deny him self, and take up his cross and fol low 
Me. (Mat thew 16: 24)

At the com ple tion of God’s pur pose, every liv ing be ing will con -
fess His Son as Lord. It is our privi lege to day to rec og nize Him as Lord 
of lords and King of kings!

. . . God highly ex alted Him, and be stowed upon Him the
name which is above every name, so that at the name of Je -
sus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on
earth and un der the earth, and that every tongue will con fess
that Je sus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa ther.
(Philip pi ans 2: 9-11).

A cen tral and es sen tial truth is that we can not go our own way,
do our own thing and di rect our own life. The king dom of God is
based on only one will, the will of God gov ern ing all things. Sal va tion
is the pro cess of em brac ing this truth. It is very easy to be come busy
with min is try en deav ors that are not the will of God. We can only obey
Him if we un der stand His will. This is made known to us in His word
and by the lead ing of the Holy Spirit. Our re spon si bil ity is to seek
Him, to spend time in His pres ence with His word, and to yield our
will to the gen tle voice of the Holy Spirit. The is sue is not sim ply one of 
serv ice, but also that we are be ing changed into His im age (2 Cor in thi -
ans 3: 17-18).

The goal of obe di ence is that Christ lives His life in us; this ex -
presses His lord ship. We are dead and our life is hid den with Christ in 
God (Co los sians 3: 1-3). This won der ful re la tion ship of life is de -
scribed in scrip ture as “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Je sus”
(Ro mans 8: 1-4). It is the only law we can walk in that will please God!

The pro tec tion that each of us have from go ing our own way and 
from do ing our own thing lies in our sub mis sion to the lord ship of
Christ. A will ing ness to obey Christ will mark those who are truly His
dis ci ples.
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THE HEADSHIP OF CHRIST

Just as Je sus is the Lord of every be liever, He is also head over
all things in the church, which is His body.

And He put all things in sub jec tion un der His feet and gave
Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body,
the full ness of Him who fills all in all. (Ephe si ans 1:22-23)

Main tain ing the cen tral ity of Christ is an es sen tial re quire ment
for min is try in the church. He must al ways be pre emi nent for His
head ship con cerns all min is try.

Be liev ers in un ion with Christ are anointed to min is ter to the
lost or to oth ers who are in re la tion ship with them. This is what body
min is try is all about! Unity and godly char ac ter should un der gird all
min is try (John 17: 18-23). The es sence of min is try is the Lord ex -
press ing His heart to His peo ple, and He has a pur pose for every time
they meet.

The head ship of Christ is the di vine author ity over all is sues of
min is ter ing in the church. All unc tion, all pro phetic ut ter ance, all di -
rec tions, all reve la tion be gin in Him and flows out to mem bers of His
body as He de sires. The head ship of Christ is what makes an as sem -
bly to be a spiri tual or gan ism in stead of an or gani za tion where men
con trol what takes place.

In or der to wor ship Christ and to hear from Him, we are com -
manded to not for sake as sem bling our selves to gether (He brews
10:25). Each of us are to be com mit ted to a lo cal church. As we gather
to gether we are to love, ed ify, for give, en cour age, ad mon ish, com fort
and strengthen one an other. We are to rec og nize the gift ing of oth ers,
in clud ing those who over see the gath er ing and are re spon si ble to en -
sure that meet ing en vi ron ments have free dom for the Holy Spirit to
move.

Pro grams and hu man agen das are poor sub sti tutes for the
head ship of Christ! If Christ is not pre emi nent, then creeds, doc -
trines, opin ions, tra di tions or the cha risma of a leader can take on an
in ap pro pri ate im por tance that even tu ally be comes a source of di vi -
sion in the lo cal body.

The early church did not rec og nize two classes of be liev ers:
clergy (per form ers) and la ity (spec ta tors); every mem ber could have a
place of min is try.

What is the out come then, breth ren? When you as sem ble,
each one has a psalm, has a teach ing, has a reve la tion, has a
tongue, has an in ter pre ta tion. Let all things be done for edi fi -
ca tion. (1 Cor in thi ans 14: 26)

7



It is within a com mit ted fel low ship to a lo cal church that each
be liever finds his, or her, call ing and place of serv ice. There is a
unique de posit of the Holy Spirit within each child of God that de ter -
mines how the Lord will use them in His body. The Holy Spirit dis trib -
utes spiri tual gifts as He de sires (1 Cor in thi ans 12: 1-17). God places
each mem ber in His body just as He de sires (1 Cor in thi ans 12:
18-28). Thus, min is try is largely a mat ter of grace and anoint ing
(Ephe si ans 4: 7).

Since we have gifts ac cord ing to the grace given to us, let each 
ex er cise them ac cord ingly . . . . (Ro mans 12: 6)

There is great va ri ety in spiri tual gifts, in the min is tries of Ephe -
si ans 4: 11 and in ways or ef fects of min is ter ing. Meet ings should not
be dull or bor ing; wor ship and min is try should be new, fresh and ex -
cit ing when Je sus is truly head of what takes place. He has prom ised
to be in the midst when only two or three be liev ers are as sem bled to -
gether.

Mis takes will be made and there will be times of un cer tainty as
mem bers learn how to share. Some of the goals of good min is try are:
spon ta ne ity, sim plic ity, be ing ac count able, will ing to de fer to oth ers,
and be ing quick to for give when mis takes are made. Be liev ers are to
be sub ject to one an other in the fear of Christ (Ephe si ans 5: 21).

Small groups are the op ti mum place to hear and de velop these
quali ties of body min is try. This is ap par ently the rea son why the early
church was largely built in homes. This is the ideal en vi ron ment for
new church plants.

The pres ent church age will end with a great har vest (Mat thew
13: 30, 39). The Lord is pre par ing and equip ping His body for this
task. Every mem ber will be re quired in clud ing women and chil dren.
How ever, the most im por tant re quire ment is for the head ship and
glory of Christ to be mani fest in the church (Isaiah 60: 1-7; Ro mans 8: 
18-21; Joel 2: 23-25). Great changes are re quired, and it is not the
Lord who must change, for He is the same yes ter day, to day and for -
ever! The first step in change is to pray for a di vine visi ta tion of God’s
glory.


